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offences against caste, as, for instance, for a common man to have
had relations with a noble girl. A man who stole from the prince
might have had his hands cut off.

Once we had the opportunity to observe the old-fashioned
manner in which an ordinary thief is punished: Passing through
Silekarang, we met a strange procession led by an old man who
carried two sheaves of rice on a pole. There were flowers and
leaves decorating the sheaves, and he wore red hibiscus on his grey
hair. His wrinkled brown body was smeared with broad streaks
and crosses of white paint all over his face, chest, and back. He
was followed by a mock retinue of some fifty men carrying green
boughs, yelling and beating little bamboo kulkuls. They in-
formed us that the old man had stolen the rice and that the
shameful parade was his punishment. Should he have refused
to comply, he would have been thrown out of the village. We
asked the men if a jail term, as would be the punishment in Den
Pasar, would not be more severe or more effective than a single
afternoon of public disgrace, but they were all emphatic that it
was just the reverse; a thief, they said, treated in this manner will
never steal again, while locking him up in the Government jail
would not help anybody; they would give him free food, he would
not be shamed, and besides the company would make him worse.

As the parade resumed the march with the resigned old man
at the head, a compassionate passer-by handed him a little pack-
age of betel and sirih to chew on the way. Later I was told in
Ubud of a similar case where the thief was paraded all over the
town with the pair of old shoes he had stolen, hung around his
neck. It was significant that during our entire stay in Bali, with
the house always open and filled with Balinese visitors, we never
lost anything.

THE   COURTS

The Balinese like to settle their differences peacefully, and if pos-
sible to come to an agreement among themselves. Otherwise they
apply to the village chiefs, the JJiang or the penyarilcan of the desa